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NUMBERS, XXV. 5. 


And Moſes ſaid unto the Fudges of Iſrael, lay 


ye every one his Men that were joined unto 


Baal-Peor. 


HE miſeries that accrue to Society from re- 
bellion and diſobedience, have always been 


eſteemed, by wiſe and good men, a very 


prudential recommendation, at leaſt, of the: 
important Duty of Loyalty, and a ſteady Allegiance to 
the eſtabliſhed Government. This principle, which has 
ſometimes been ſucceſsfully, though improperly, applied,. 
to pacify the minds of men under the mighty oppreſſions 


of Tyranny and arbitrary Power, may certainly with great 


reaſon and aſſurance be inſiſted on, to enforce Obedience 


and Subjection to the. beſt King, and the beſt Conſtitu- 


tion under heaven, Inſurrections among a people, to 


preſerve their civil and religious Rights to themſelves and 


their Poſterity, are excuſable from the neceſſity of ſuch 
violent meaſures, when no other means are left for their 


ſecurity ;_ but a Rebellion, that tends to introduce the moſt 


illegal oppreſſions, has in it all the aggravating circum-- 


ſtances of Infamy and Guilt. Under a Free Government, 


the Preſervation of the public Peace, and the Security of 
every thing that is dear and valuable, are, next to the ob- 


ligations of Honour and Conſcience, the ſtrongeſt ties 


of. Allegiance, Whoſoever offends againſt either, is an: 


enemy, 
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enemy to his Country; and very juſtly comes under the 
ſame ſentence of condemnation, with the Mraelites in my 


Tert. 


The work of Order and Government, is to maintain 
Peace, and Safety, and Happineſs; « to preſerve every 
member of the Community in his juſt Rights; and to 
continue Friendſhip and Good-Will amongſt men. So- 


ciety ſuppoſes thus much, and depends upon it: Without 


it, It cannot ſubſiſt. In the ſtate of Nature, (for want 


of the protection of the Civil Authority) we could have 


no quiet enjoyment of any thing; every man would be 
perpetually expoſed to violences and injuries. Notwith- 
ſtanding the principles of kindneſs and benevolence, 
which are implanted in the human breaſt, the world 
would be in a ſtate of War: So that all our quiet, and 


ſecurity from fear and danger, from the frauds and op- 
preſſions of the crafty and the powerful, is entirely ow- 
ing to Government. Now Rebellion defeats all theſe 
wiſe purpoſes, and happy effects; it is therefore as great 


an evil to Society, as the eſtabliſhed Government, what- 
ever it be, is a bleſſing. | 


One would wonder then, that a multitude of people, 
bleſſed alike under the Protection and wiſe Adminiſtration 
of the ſame Government, ſhould diſagree among them- 
ſelves; that, inſtead of pleaſure and ſatisfaction in the 
comfortable poſſeſſion of every thing that is truly valuable, 
there ſhould be provocations and civil diflenſions ; that, 
where an ample foundation is laid, of love and good- 
will, of mutual kindneſs and beneficence, there ſhould 
be raiſed up ill-will, diſpleaſure, and enmity. Look 


into Hiſtory, and you will find, that many conſpiracies 
and rebellions have been contrived and abetted, in every 


age of the world, by men of ruined and deſperate for- 


tunes; 
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tunes; Ambition too, and Avarice, have a powerful 


influence on weak and corrupt minds, to make men 
falſe to the Public Intereſt; but nothing is more deſtruc- 
tive to Government, than a miſtaken Zeal. 


There is a kind of progreſſion in Political, as well as 


Moral, evil. The ſin of Rebellion, like all other ſins, 
takes its riſe from ſmall beginnings; it grows gradual- 
ly into ſtubborneſs and inveteracy. To this purpoſe I 


will quote the words of an eminent Divine; Let any 
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man but call to his mind, what a little matter it 
was at firſt, that biaſſed him to incline to ſuch a Cauſe 


or Party; and how that Inclination carried him to- 
wiſhing well to it; and that to Affection; and Af-- 
fection to ſiding with it; and that to Zeal; and Zeal. 


to the. promoting and advancing it; and that to oppo- 


ſing all its hinderances; and Oppoſition to Vexation; 


and that to Ill-will; and Ill-will to Miſchief; and that 
to Hatred; and thence to Violence, and Outrage, and 
Cruelty and Perſecution.” — Jealouſies and ill- natured 


Surmiſes, which are the chief and more obſervable gra- 
dations of Rebellion, produce Diſcontents and Animo- 


ſities; they clog the wheels of Government, till at laſt 


they overturn it. Many falſe and diſtracted notions con- 
cerning the Origin and Foundation of Government, have 
a direct tendency to introduce "Tyranny and Arbitrary 
Power. Wicked and deſigning men are very aſſiduous 


in propagating theſe. deſtructive principles; they know, . 
they can looſe nothing, but may poſſibly be great gain- 


ers, in the general diſorder and confuſion. Or, if men 
will give themſelves up, to be ſwayed by ſelfiſh and 
partial eſtimations of Happineſs; to be governed by any 


falſe or corrupt Intereſts; to be blinded by the preju- 


dices of Party; or to be tranſported by violent and furious 


_ Paſſions; no wonder, if they bring their Underſtandings 


ko 
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to their Wills, and bend their publick Judgment of things 


to their private Intereſts, which way ſoever they lead 


them. In theſe cafes, they will naturally take the 
wrong way, and think themſelves in the right; they 
may confound all the obligations of Honour, and Con- 


ſcience; be guilty of the blackeſt crimes, malice, and 


perjury, and murder; and, which is a complication of 
them all, Rebellion; and yet all the while be verily per- 
ſuaded, they are doing their Country good ſervice. And 
what ſhall we ſay of thoſe, who are quarrelſome, wrath- 
ful, and malicious; who contrive ruin and deſtruction 
to their fellow creatures, for Religion's ſake? Are bar- 
barous, inhuman, and bloody, to ſerve the ends of 
Chriſtianity? Is this the pure, undefiled Religion of 
Chriſt? Is not the Virtue of a Heathen far more valu- 
able? How ſtrange it is, that any ſhould be fo miſtaken 
in their Zeal for God, and his Glory, to do ſuch things 
as Reaſon declares unlawful, and human Nature ſtart- 
les at! 


But farther, 'The ſecurity of our Civil and Religions 
Rights being cloſely and eſſentially connected with the 
Public Peace, ſo that every attempt on the one theatens 
deſtruction to the other, this, which ought to be a 
very powerful motive to a faithful and ſteady allegiance, 
is a high aggravation of their guilt, who depart from 
it. Very great cauſe have we to bleſs God, for that 
happy Government, which we live under; that excel- 
lent Conſtitution ; that juſt Adminiſtration of a wiſe 
and gracious Prince on the Throne ; under the influences 
whereof, we enjoy more liberty, more plenty, and 
more ſecurity from all manner of injury and oppreſſion, 
than any Nation under heaven. Can we imagine then 
any thing more baſe and flagitious, than an attempt to 
deprive us at once of every thing that is dear and _ f 
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able to a Free People? That a ſet of men, who have 
taſted the bleflings of a limited Monarchy, ſhould con- 
cur with the malicious and implacable enemies of 
our peace, in their reſtleſs attempts to eſtabliſh Tyran- 
ny and Arbitrary Power in its ſtead, will hardly ap- 
pear credible to future Ages. Is it nothing, that our 
glorious Engh/h Anceſtors endured ſo much, in the 
cauſe of Liberty? That they ſtemmed, with ſo much 
courage and reſolution, the torrent of Popery and Ar- 
bitrary Power, that was breaking in upon them? And 
are theſe become at laſt ſuch deſirable bleſſings, that any 
man of common ſenſe and common honeſty, ſhould en- 
deavour to wade to them through a ſea of blood, and 
the miſeries of a civil war? Shall our Religion, our Li- 
berties, and our Properties, fall a ſacrifice to the treachery, 
and ingratitude, of a baſe and deſperate banditti? At the 
very time too, when Providence ſeems to have laid the 
beſt foundation for our laſting peace and ſecurity? ; 


We are not ſo utterly abandoned to fin and wicked-- 
neſs, but might hope for better things, than his, from 
the protection of the Almighty; who will never permit 
ſuch a calamitous Revolution to take place, unleſs it be, 
to puniſh a wicked and perverſe people. 


Better things, than zbis, might be expected, (and. 
we have not been diſappointed in theſe reaſonable. ex- 
pectations,) from the Public Courage of our people. The 
unanimity, and earneſtneſs, of all ranks and degrees of 
men, in ſupport of our Lawful Sovereign, were no ſigns, 
that He has forfeited, in the leaſt, the Favour of Heaven, 
or the Love and Eſteem of his Subjects. 


A good Prince is the moſt comprehenſive earthly 
bleffing, that man can aſk, or God can beſtow, Happy 
B are 
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| are we of this nation, who are thus bleſſed! Who be- 


hold a Prince on the Throne, who deſerves to fit there, 


as well by his Virtues, as by his Lawtul Right ;—whole 


paternal affection is not more remarkable in protecting 
his faithful people, than in bringing the rebellious 
and ungovernable ones to condign puniſhment; - who 
makes no other uſe of that power, which the laws have 
inveſted him with, than to invigorate them, and give 
them their proper courſe ;—and on whom, the malice of 
Traitors could never faſten any ſuſpicion, of purſuing 


meaſures deſtructive, in the leaſt inſtance, of the civil or 


religious rights of the Community. And whom would 
they have given us, in exchange for Him? One, who 


has been educated in ſight of all the arts and practices 


of Tyranny and Superſtition; and can never demonſtrate 
his gratitude to his benefactors, by any remarkable in- 
ſtance, that would not ſtab the vitals of the Engliſʒ Con- 


ſtitution. 


Slavery is ſo vile and miſerable a ſtate of man, and ſo 
directly oppoſite to the generous temper and courage of 
our Nation, it is hardly to be believed, that any one, who 
is born a Briton, will ever ſubmit to it; yet, ſtrange infa- 
tuation! the rebellion, that has been raiſed among us, 
had it been ſucceſsful, would infallibly have introduced 
the complicated Tyranny of Popery and Arbitrary Power. 


Theſe are the bleſſings, which ſome have been contend- 


ing for; theſe would be the rewards of their Under- 
taking. | 


The manner too, in which ſuch an entire change 


could only have been effected, by the woeful deſolations 


of fire and ſword, is a ſhocking aggravation of their 
guilt. Yet the dreadful barbarities of a fierce and rapa- 
cious hoſt of men, would have been but the begin- 
nings 
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nings of ſorrows, and are not comparable to the mi- 
ſeries, that would enſue; the utter extinction of Pro- 
perty in our national funds; the annihilation of every 
Roya! Grant, and every legal Act, by which many, of 
all orders of men amongſt us, are inveſted with their 
Honours, Eſtates, and Fortunes; Claims of forfeitures, 
and Impeachments of treaſon; and many other devices, 
which rapine, revenge, and the inſolence of conqueſt, 
would invent, and authorize. ; 

The Principles, upon which the Legality of the Eſ- 
tablithed Government is maintained, ought perhaps chief- 
ly to be inſiſted on, at this time; becauſe few of the re- 
bel priſoners to be tried here, by his Majeſty's ſpecial 
Commithon, (being moſt of them the loweſt of the peo- 
ple) have bound themſelves by Oaths, and the molt ſo- 
lemn engagements of fidelity to Our Lawful Sovereign. 
Yet in treating of the heinous nature of Rebellion, we 
muſt not omit the moſt aggravating circumſtance of all, 
the direct and open violation of the ſtricteſt Obligations 


of Honour, and Conſcience. 


The higheſt degree of Rebellion, conſiſts in levying 


war againſt the Lawful Sovereign; but there are ſeveral 


tendencies towards it, which they who are guilty of, are, 
in ſome ſort, guilty of Rebellion. 


A 


1 firſt, an indifference; and want of all concern for 
the eſtabliſhed Government; when, though a man has 
never directly forfeited his allegiance a very ſmall oc- 


| caſion would tempt him to do it. 


1 tendency to this ſin, and a great degree of 


it, is withdrawing from the Publick, the proper marks 
and teſtimonies of his faithful and ſteady attachments to 
B 2 the 
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the Civil Government; by refuſing his aſſiſtance in times 


of imminent danger, or not employing his utmoſt dili- 
gence, in diſcovering the authors, and abettors, of trea- 
ſons and rebellious diſturbances, and bringing them to 
puniſhment. At ſuch a juncture, the protection, which 
all receive from the ſame Government, calls upon the 
Gratitude and Self-Intereſt of all, to ſupport Ir. 


Another tendency is a light temper of mind, which 
_ caſily receives impreſſions from ſuch, as lie in wait to ſe- 


duce men from Loyalty to their King, and Fidelity to 
their Country. When men are not well ſettled and con- 
firmed in principles of Liberty, they are apt to be impoſ- 
ed upon by every trifling piece of political ſophiſtry; or 
by pretence of Conſcience, the reſult perhaps of ſome 
crude notions of a divine, hereditary, indefeaſible, Right 
in Princes, to enſlave their people. 


That there can be no ſuch thing, is evident from this 


fingle conſideration; becauſe Government, being wiſely 
contrived for the good of the Governed, to preſerve 
them from violence and injury, cannot be of the nature 
of Property, which is the Right every man has, to'uſe 
any of the inferior creatures, for his ſole benefit and ad- 
vantage. The ſword is not given to the Magiſtrate for 
his own fake, but for the fake of the Community; to 
enforce obedience to the poſitive Laws of the Society, 


made conformable to the Laws of Nature, for the Pub- 


lic Good. | | 


On this Principle it follows, that the ſame Authority, 


which made at firſt a Lawful Ruler, and eſtabliſhed a 


Form of Government, muſt ſettle likewiſe the Right of 
Succeſſion. Some Moral, as well as Natural Incapacities, 
are ſufficient grounds for a formal Excluſion; or ſhould 


the 
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the Supreme Executor of the Laws endeavour to invade 
the Properties and Liberties of, the people, and to ſet up 
his own Arbitrary Will for the meaſure and rule of 
Government, by this breach of truſt, he forfeits the 
Power that was put into his hands, for quite different 
' purpoſes, and it devolves to the people; who have a right 
to reſume their original Liberty, and to provide for their 
own ſecurity, by eſtabliſhing a new Government. 


Whenever ſuch a new Government is eſtabliſhed, a ſo- 
ber man muſt needs have a ſtrong conviction on his mind, 
of the important Duty of obeying the Powers in being; 
and with regard to thoſe, who are diſſatisfied with 
the Lawfulneſs of the eſtabliſhed Government, which 
is mcſt conducive to the happineſs and ſecurity of eve- 
ry individual, it is certainly very bad policy, to rebel 
againſt it, rather than be ſafe and quiet under its pro- 
tection, Or if they plead Conſcience, we may aſk 
them, where they have learned, that Rebellion is the 
proper remedy in ſuch caſes? 


Let them examine the whole hiſtory of the Old Teſ- 
tament, there they will clearly ſee, that after any Re- 
volution that 1 the people acquieſced always 
in the new poſſeſſion; and the Prophets, that were 
among them, never charged them with this, nor re- 
quired them to return back to thoſe Princes, or Fami- 
lies, which they had ſhaken off. We read indeed, “ 
that ſome of the Jews, about the time of the Apoſtles, 
upon political views more probably than any real ſcru- 
ples, refuſed to take an Oath to Cz/ar, though the reſt of 
the Nation had done it; yet they were not thereby ex- 
cuſed from their Obedience to the eſtabliſhed Govern= 
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ment. St. Paul determined with great preciſion, that they, 
in whom the Laws of any Country have inveſted the 
Supreme Authority, are there the Miniſters of God, to 
whom every member of the Community muſt needs 


* be ſubjeft, not only for wrath, but alſo for conſcience 


ſake. 


This is a Duty, which men are often to be + put in 
mind of, to be ſubjef# to PFincipalities and Powers, and to 
obey Magiſtrates. Reaſon and Religion, our Duty and 
our Intereſt, enforce it. Can any thing be more unnatu- 


ral then, than a wicked unprovoked Rebellion, in op- 


poſition to all theſe? When the Intereſt of the King 
and the Community, is the ſame, which is the happineſs 
we juſtly boaſt of, a combination againſt the one 1s pro- 
perly an attempt to deſtroy the other. What an aggra- 
vation then 1s it of Treaſon, which, ſimply conſidered, 
is a crime of the blackeſt nature, when in violation of 
the ſtrongeſt obligations of Duty and Allegiance, a ſet 
of deluded people endeavour, by ſecret combinations and 
open conſpiracies, to dethrone the Defender of their 
Laws, their Liberties, and their Religion? 


I would not ſeem to irritate Juſtice againſt thoſe un- 
happy wretches, who are under the proſecution of the 
Law; I mean not to. aggravate their guilt; it is indeed 
paſt my ſkill ; it hardly leaves room for Mercy, to inter- 
cede with Juſtice. What a ſmall compenſation can the 
lives of many rebels he, for the blood of one honeſt 
loyal Subject, which has been ſhed in the cauſe of Li- 
berty? Yet we find here already, a more popular com- 
paſſion excited for a few baſe traytors to their King and 
Country, than for many Patriots who died gloriouſly in 

* Rom, Xiii, 5, 6. + Titus ili. 1. 
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the defence of them both. Mercy, we muſt acknow- 
ledge, is the faireſt jewel in the Royal Diadem; it is that 
Virtue, by which a Prince approaches neareſt to Him, 
whoſe Vice-gerent and Repreſentative He is; it corrects 
indeed the rigour of Juſtice, yet muſt not ſuperſede it. 
Compaſſion towards individuals, -if it does not keep in 
view the good of the whole Community,. degenerates in- 
to Cruelty. The Wiſdom of the Government, which 
will not ſuffer itſelf, at any time, to be attacked with 
impunity, knows beſt to execute Fuſtice in Mercy, in 


ſuch manner, as will be conſiſtent with its own future 
Security. 


The preſent ſolemnity muſt needs excite in every one of 
us, a thankful remembrance of the Divine Providence, 
in reſcuing us from the imminent dangers we were in, 


and ſupporting Our moſt Gracious Sovereign on the 


Throne of theſe Kingdoms. * Let the King ever rejoice 


in Thy Strength, O Lord; Let Him be. exceeding glad of 


Thy * + Bleſſe J be the Lord His God, which 
hath delivered up the men, that lift up their hands a_—_ 
Him. Even ſo periſh all His Enemies. 


The Goodneſs of God, who bath given us ſuch a De- 
liverance as this, when our Eyes were ready to fail us for 


fear, and for looking after thoſe dreadful calamities, that 


were coming upon us, doth naturally lead us to Repent- 
ance and Reformation of Life, leaſt a worſe thing, if 
poſſible, come unto us. This is the Period, which ſeems 
particularly to be marked out, for us to become one Peo- 
ple; by a Dutiful Obedience to our Prince, and by an 
uniform and ſteady attachment to che true Intereſt of 


our Country. 


* 


* P/alm xxi. 1. + 2 Sam. 18. 28. 
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Let us then implore the Almighty, to perfect the 
Work, He hath wrought in us; that His Majeſty may 
reign long and happy in the united affections of His Peo- 
ple; that under Him, we may lead quiet and peaceable 
lives, in all godlineſs and honeſty ; for His Mercy's fake 
in Chriſt Jeſus, Who is King of Kings, and Lord of 
Lords. : 


To whom be aſcribed all Honour and Glory, now, and 
r : 


